INTRODUCTION

here is a strange dichotomy between the cross of Christ

and the cross of modern culture. We see celebrities sport-
ing it in baubles around their necks—Christ bore it in bloody
stakes through His hands and feet. We hear activists fighting
with pride for the right to display it—Christ fought in meek-
ness for the strength to bear it. Every day untold numbers
clutch their crucifixes to scale the heights of heaven—Christ
stretched out His arms and plumbed the depths of hell.

The danger of living in a world awash with religious minu-
tiae is that we can be lulled into a pseudospirituality that rarely
touches the transcendent. Iconic overuse, if we aren’t careful,
will rob us of a sense of mystery—that intangible, transform-
ing awe. We may consider the cross with warm sentiment, but
seldom be overwhelmed by the breathtaking beauty of our
dying Lord.

We're meant for so much more. The glory of God that shone
in the face of Christ as He hung on Calvary’s tree is a mului-
faceted jewel—holiness and humility, mercy and wrath, justice

and compassion, righteousness and forgiveness, truth and love.
These, and perhaps a thousand other divine attributes we've
never understood, lie hidden in the hollow of the cross.

AN ETERNAL SUMMONS

Today and every day, God the Father extends an invitation—
to actors and mechanics, schoolteachers and bright-eyed chil-
dren, preachers and bartenders, accountants.and garbage col-
lectors, gamblers and homemakers. It is an eternal and
unchanging summons to kneel in the shadow of that cross,
where He sacrificed His only Son, and make it our souls’ home.
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God beckons us to gaze in awe at what we see on Calvary’s
mount. He challenges us to bathe in the wonder of such love
until we lay ourselves down weary with unworthiness, yet
cleansed and renewed in the healing stream of blood shed there.

My JOURNEY

Many years ago | embarked upon a journey of contemplation
in which I prayerfully pondered a short segment of the Passion
narratives each day. What I thought would take a few weeks
and prepare me for the Easter season lasted more than a year
and changed my life.

In quiet stillness week after week, the sufferings of Christ
took root in a way I am at a loss to explain. The eyes of my bat-
tered, bloodied Redeemer inflicted my heart with a painful sore
that has never completely healed. My antiseptic rendition of
faith disintegrated as Jesus called for a response to what [ had
seen. I felt as if I had come to the cross for the very first time.

JOIN THE ENDLESS CHORUS

Before He spoke the world into being, God was in Christ, rec-
onciling man to Himself through the Cross. When history as
we know it comes to an end, the Lamb who was slain will open
the book of eternal life. Even now, heavenly hosts proclaim
from the throne room of the living God: “Worthy is the Lamb
who was slain.”

Will you walk with Jesus along the path of His passion that
you, too, might join this endless chorus? It is no easy quest to
stay close through His suffering—to hear His voice, feel His
wounds, experience His broken heart, and enter the darkness
of His abandonment by the Father. This journey is tender yet
troublesome, soothing yet unsettling.

As you bring yourself to gaze at Christ’s face hanging before
you, you will begin to grasp that He died—not merely for the
world—but for you. And along the way you will be changed,
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for though Love’s melody is bittersweet, its song spawns life
and joy in increasing measure for those who dare to sing it.

THE BAsIS OF THE STORY

The heart of this book lies in forty narrative descriptions of Jesus’
final hours based on the Gospel accounts. God has given us a rich
blend of perspectives in the experiences of these four men, each
one intimately and personally involved with Jesus of Nazareth.

Weaving their stories together is a challenge. Some details
are found in every account, some in only one. The order of
events may vary from book to book; therefore, none of the
Gospels stand alone as a complete chronology. Attempting
to follow the format in A. T. Robertson’s Harmony of the
Gospels, 1 filled in dialogue and added details from historical
accounts of that oime period and insights based on medical
analyses of death by crucifixion.

Berore You BEGIN

This book offers a simple plan for your journey to the cross,
but it is only a guide. God will fill in the pages as He speaks to
you personally. To that end, each day’s contemplation is
divided into three parts:

REFLECT: Ideas and instructions to help still your soul and
prepare your heart for quiet interaction with Christ.

READ: Scripture and narratives that call you to take time, to
meditate and use your own imagination as you embrace the
sights, the sounds, the smells, and emotional weight of the
events that took place.

REsrOND: Questions, meditations, Scriptures, and challenges
that allow you to go deeper as you invite the Holy Spirit to

speak and move in your heart.

— —






