
SCRIPTURE PRAYING 
Scripture Praying is a rendezvous with God among the pages of this incredible book.  We step into the Bible's 

pictures, parables and encounters with God, like participants in a story where the ink on the pages hasn't had time 

to dry.  The Author is there to meet us.  This experience opens our eyes to horizons we've never scanned.   

Never hear a chapter of the Gospel read without seeing, as if you had been there, all that is read about.  Be for the time, 
in Bethlehem, and in Nazareth and in Galilee, and in Jerusalem, and in the Garden, and on Golgotha, and on Olivet.  
Never see His Name even in pen or pencil, and never hear His Name in a sermon, or in a psalm or prayer, without 
seeing His face at the same time and falling down before Him.   Alexander Whyte 

STEP ONE--FRAME IT: 

To properly frame a subject, you need to first look at the big picture, establish a target point of interest, choose the 

best angle and zoom in on the subject. Read through the passage you have selected a couple of times, taking note of 

the context (the what, when, where, who, why elements), and decide on a perspective you'd like to pursue (for 

example, in the story of the Prodigal Son, it could be the father, the prodigal, the older brother, the mom etc.). Then 

begin to 'zoom in' by imagining what it was like for them. Consider sights and sounds, and relationships and events 

in the person's life that led to this moment, or what will follow in the future. Once you have framed your story, you 

are ready to go on to the next step! 

STEP TWO—FOCUS IT: 

Any picture that is out of focus is pretty worthless, so this is a critical step. Take some time to fine-tune here, by 

asking more questions and listening for God to speak. Consider how you might have felt if you were that person. 

Seek to delve deeper into their emotions and thought-processes. Ask the Holy Spirit to illumine your heart to the 

truth He has for you in this. Then wait in quietness as you ponder the story again. 

STEP THREE—CAPTURE IT:  

Every good photographer knows the aha moment, that perfect time to take the picture. In Scripture Praying, this is 

when God speaks something powerful to your heart concerning what you've read.  Take some time to wait on the 

Lord, asking for revelation.  When he speaks, be very still as you take the time to capture the moment, savoring it, 

pondering it, or meditating on the truth God is showing you. Don't rush, but enjoy His presence in silence as if He is 

speaking to you and no one else is around. 

STEP FOUR—DEVELOP IT: 

Pictures left in the camera (or on our devices) will not have much value beyond the moment, and neither will God's 

truth unless we work at developing it. Take the time to write out what you've seen, journal a prayer of 

thanksgiving, write a verse on a card to memorize, or make plans to share with someone else. Come back in a day 

or so to review what God has shown you so that it takes root deep inside your heart. 
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WHAT IS AN AREA YOU FEEL NEEDY IN RIGHT NOW?  A WEAKNESS, A SIN, A DISABILITY? 

Mark 10:46-52 

Consider this setting.  Picture it in your mind’s eye.  You are sitting by the road begging for food, as you have 

had to do every single day of your life.  What are the sounds?  The smells?   

What it would be like to know nothing but darkness day after day, to be locked into a prison of 

blindness?  Some days are better than others, but always you are dependent on the mercy of others just to 

survive.  What might this feel like? 

Then you hear the sounds of a crowd, growing louder as they come closer, moving in your direction.  You ask 

those around you what is happening.  They tell you it is Jesus of Nazareth.  You’ve heard of this miracle 

worker, but never dreamed he would come your way.   

What thoughts fill your mind now?  What emotions rise up in you?  

This is your chance and you begin to cry out, Jesus of Nazareth, have mercy on me. Hear yourself saying: Jesus 

of Nazareth, have mercy on me.  Others try to silence you, but you can’t be stopped.  So you cry out even 

louder:  Jesus of Nazareth, have mercy on me.  

Then it happens—someone grabs you, pulling you up and pushing you into the road.  Now the crowd is silent.  

You are standing before the presence of Jesus in all your neediness.   

What are you feeling?  What would you want to say? Or do? 

Now see yourself as you are today, in need of mercy for something in your own life.  Cry out in your own spirit, 

asking Jesus to have mercy on you.  Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.     

Then He responds - hear Him ask: 

What do you want Me to do for you? 

Hear it again:  Jesus is asking you: What do you want Me to do for you? 

Tell him.  Simply tell him. 

Then He reaches out to you in your need.   

What does He do?  What does He say?  Listen for His voice.  What is His word for you right now in this 

situation?  



WHAT IS AN AREA THAT GOD HAS CALLED YOU TO, OR ONE THAT YOU THINK HE MIGHT BE CALLING YOU 

TO THAT IS TOO BIG, OR TOO HARD—THAT PERHAPS BRINGS FEAR, OR DREAD, OR REBELLIOUS 

RESISTANCE? 

Exodus 3:1-6, 10-13; 4:1, 10-12 

Consider this setting.  Moses is out in the wilderness, tending the flocks of his father-in-law as he has for forty 

years.  He’s lived in obscurity here out in this desert terrain.  He is about three days from home, loooking for 

green pastures.  Green grass is often more plentiful on the mountainsides, so this is where he has gone. 

What would it be like to live in this kind of obscurity, to live such a simple life?  How might it have felt on that 

day when you notice a bush that seems to burn, but not be consumed by the fire, nor does the fire spread?  

Imagine what that must have felt like.  What would you do?   

So you go closer to look and try to figure this out.  But the closer you get, the more you know there is 

something very strange going on.  Then you here a voice that seems to be coming right out of that bush, 

calling your name.  Hear your name.   

What feelings does it bring up?  How do you respond when you hear your name? 

God speaks to you, telling you not to come near, and to take off your shoes for you are on holy ground and He 

is God.  Would your heart pound?  Your palms sweat?  Would you kneel?  Fall down in fear?   

What would be your response? 

Now God is going to tell you what it is that He wants you to do, what He is calling you to.  If you don’t already 

know, ask him now.  If you know, hear His voice clearly telling you of His plans. Let the sound of this fill your 

heart, your mind and heart.   

What does this bring up for you?  What emotions—joy, fear, confusion?  Do you want to run, or to 

rejoice? Moses offered resistance three times.  What are the kinds of resistance you offer? 

He asks:  Who am I that I should do this Lord?   

Hear yourself asking God the same thing.  What does he say? 

Moses then asks, “Well, who are You?  Who do I say has sent me to do this?”  Hear yourself asking God this.  

Listen for His response.  What does he say? 

The third time Moses gets very specific:  He tells the Lord all the reasons he is not qualified for this.  Consider 

the things that you think make you not qualified for this call on your life.  Tell them to the Lord.  Be very 

specific. 

How does He respond?  Listen for His voice.  


